Study Time #10


Ephesians 1:18-23

“having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come.  And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.”

Nugget of truth


Paul prays that their hearts would have a spiritual light shed upon them so that they could know three things:

1. the hope of His glory.

2. the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints.

3. the surpassing greatness of His power.

These three things are able to be known by us because of Christ’s great work on the cross, which God ordained.  Had Christ never died and been resurrected, we would not be able to have our hearts enlightened with spiritual matters.  

*** We have seen somewhere else in Chapter 1 concerning “the riches” of God.  Where do these riches come from?  Are they earthly, temporary, and immediate riches?  If not, what kind of riches are they?***

*** Verses 19-23 continue on to talk about Christ, His authority, and His authority over the church.  Below, list all observations made about Christ, His authority, and His authority over the church.***
~Chapter One  is a behind-the-scenes look into God’s work.  We must recognize His greatness and His power before we are  even able to move on as a gathered church all under Christ’s authority. This recognition is not something that as a human in your power you can make up or conjure up.  This a genuine act of Christ working in you to seek out these incredible truths.~

Application

*** As a member of the body of Christ, who is your ultimate authority?***


*** Is there a time you can remember when you and another Christian got into a debate about a certain topic?  How did you sort out your differences?  What did you use to show your reasoning?***
